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Part 3: Listening 



 

 

Part 3: Listening 
 

The item types included in this part of the test are. 
 

Section Item type Time allowed 
Section 1 2 or 3 Summarize spoken text 20 or 30 minutes 
Section 2 Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers 

22-28 minutes 

Fill in the blanks 
Highlight correct summary 
Multiple-choice, choose single answer 
Select missing word 
Highlight incorrect words 
Write from dictation 

 
 
The listening section does not have a time limit on a per question basis. While practicing be 
aware of the overall time limit and try to complete all questions within the time limit. 
 
Audios for the questions are on the Mock Test 2 Page in your Super PTE account. In your 
exam, the audio will start automatically. You will not find instructions to play the audio in 
the real exam. 
 
Answers are at the end.  



 

 

Summarize spoken text – Item 1 
 
You will hear a short report. Write a summary for a fellow student who was not present. You 
should write 50-70 words.  
 
You have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your response will be judged on the quality of your 
writing and how well your response presents the key points presented in the report. 
 
Play SST1. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Summarize spoken text – Item 1

Play audio file Prompt_Summarize_spoken_text_Item_1 in the Prompts folder.  

Please note: In the actual PTE Academic test, a lecture is generally included for this item type.  

Write your answer in the box below: 

2



 

 

Summarize spoken text – Item 2 
 
You will hear a short report. Write a summary for a fellow student who was not present. You 
should write 50-70 words.  
 
You have 10 minutes to finish this task. Your response will be judged on the quality of your 
writing and how well your response presents the key points presented in the report. 
 
Play SST2. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
  

Summarize spoken text – Item 1

Play audio file Prompt_Summarize_spoken_text_Item_1 in the Prompts folder.  

Please note: In the actual PTE Academic test, a lecture is generally included for this item type.  

Write your answer in the box below: 

2



 

 

Multiple-choice choose multiple answers – Item 1 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the question by selecting all correct responses. You will 
need to select more than one response. 
 
Play MCMA1. 
 

 
 
 
Based on the audio, which of the following statements is the speaker most likely to agree 
with? 
 
§ Teacher training plays a very limited role in the overall success of the teachers. 
§ Teacher training is essential, but even more essential is observing actual teachers and 

learning from them. 
§ Teacher training is essential, but it does not eliminate the need for other support. 
§ Despite a sound base of training and natural talent, problems can be expected in 

teaching. 
§ The book written by the author is a must read to understand all issues that teachers face 

in their day to day work. 
§ The book is a primary text book used in the teacher training curriculum. 
 
 
  

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Multiple_choice_choose_multiple_answers_Item_1 in the Prompts 
folder. 

Tick your answer choices.  

4



 

 

Multiple-choice choose multiple answers – Item 2 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the question by selecting all correct responses. You will 
need to select more than one response. 
 
Play MCMA2. 
 

 
 

 
Which of the following is a reason behind how the name Pluto got adopted? 
 
§ It refers to the god of dark regions and hence was considered suitable for a planet. 
§ It was the only name which clearly explained the origin of the planet. 
§ It’s first two letters were the same as the initials of Percival. 
§ It was the name selected by the university librarian. 
§ It was the only good name that the committee could come up with in a short time. 
§ It was the name selected by the people in a nationwide poll 
 
 

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Multiple_choice_choose_multiple_answers_Item_1 in the Prompts 
folder. 

Tick your answer choices.  

4



 

 

Multiple-choice choose multiple answers – Item 3 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the question by selecting all correct responses. You will 
need to select more than one response. 
 
Play MCMA3. 
 

 
 

 
Which of the following is not a true statement about the Indian nuclear program? 
 
§ India has historically been considered an aggressive nuclear power. 
§ India has historically kept the nuclear weapons separate from the delivery systems. 
§ Indian nuclear program is guided solely by the military establishment.  
§ India has invested in the nuclear program strategically but kept is slow operationally. 
§ Indian nuclear program is influenced by the overall culture of restraint. 
§ Indian nuclear is marked by fast paced innovation which keeps surprising the 

international community. 
§ Indian nuclear program is characterized by its small budget and huge accomplishments. 
 
 
  

Multiple-choice, choose multiple answers – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Multiple_choice_choose_multiple_answers_Item_1 in the Prompts 
folder. 

Tick your answer choices.  

4



 

 

Fill in the blanks – Item 1 
 
You will hear a recording. Type the missing words in each blank. 
 
Play FIB1. 
 

 
 
 

In addition to angel investing, ________ crowdfunding and other seed funding options, 
venture capital is attractive for new companies with limited _______ history that are too 
small to raise capital in the public markets and have not reached the point where they are 
able to secure a bank loan or complete a debt ________. In exchange for the high risk that 
venture _______ assume by investing in smaller and early-stage companies, venture 
capitalists usually get ________ control over company decisions, in addition to a significant 
portion of the companies' ownership and _________ value. 
 
 
 
 
  

Fill in the blanks – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Fill_in_the_blanks_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Write your answers in the blanks in the text or note your choice of words in the box below:  

6



 

 

Fill in the blanks – Item 2 
 
You will hear a recording. Type the missing words in each blank. 
 
Play FIB2. 
 

 
 
 

Starting in the year of 2010, Ireland passed a law stating that all children of the age 3 years 
and 2 months and less than 4 years and 7 months are _______ to attend a preschool free of 
charge. Before this law was passed there was a large number of children who did not attend 
an Early Childhood Education Program. The programs that were offered operated ________ 
and required the parents to pay a ______ fee per child. This left many families with no 
option but to keep the kids at home. The government soon ________ that a large number of 
children were having trouble in their first years of primary school and parents were having 
to stay home becoming jobless. Once the government issued the free preschool scheme, 
Ireland's preschool ________ rate increased. 
 
 
 
 
  

Fill in the blanks – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Fill_in_the_blanks_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Write your answers in the blanks in the text or note your choice of words in the box below:  

6



 

 

Fill in the blanks – Item 3 
 
You will hear a recording. Type the missing words in each blank. 
 
Play FIB3. 
 

 
 
 

Academic freedom and free speech rights are not coextensive, although this widely 
accepted view has been recently challenged by an "institutionalist" _______ on the First 
Amendment. Academic freedom involves more than speech rights; for example, it includes 
the right to ________ what is taught in the classroom. When teachers speak or write in 
public, whether via social media or in academic journals, they are able to _______ their own 
opinions without the fear from institutional _________ or punishment, but they are 
encouraged to show _______ and clearly specify that they are not speaking for their 
institution. In practice, academic freedom is protected by institutional rules and ________, 
letters of appointment, faculty handbooks, collective bargaining agreements, and academic 
custom. 
 
 
 
 
  

Fill in the blanks – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Fill_in_the_blanks_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Write your answers in the blanks in the text or note your choice of words in the box below:  

6



 

 

Highlight correct summary – Item 1 
 
You will hear an audio. Click on the paragraph that best relates to that video. 
 
Pay HCS1. 
 

 
 
 

o Hubble telescope was destroyed in during the filming of gravity. This has caused 
enormous setback to astronomers and related researchers. 

o Hubble telescope is small and unimpressive by the modern standards. Modern 
telescopes are 8 to 10m in diameters, whereas, Hubble is only 2.4m in diameter. 

o Hubble telescope has been operational for more than 25 years, is a joint venture 
between NASA and ESA. Even though small by today’s standards, it has had a huge 
impact. 

o Hubble telescope is a joint venture between NASA and ESA. It is similar in design to the 
telescopes that can be used on roofs. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlight correct summary – Item 2 

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_correct_summary_Item_2 in the Prompts folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

9



 

 

Highlight correct summary – Item 2 
 
You will hear an audio. Click on the paragraph that best relates to that video. 
 
Pay HCS2. 
 

 
 
 

o Planning for land use is critical in today’s environment in which there are increasingly 
more demands on land. The population is increasing constantly, while land is in limited 
supply, so there are bound to be problems, unless the usage is planned properly. 

o The land shortage in UK is due to the poor land usage planning. The population has 
increased several times in the last few decades but no new land has been obtained. 

o Land usage patterns in UK and the world need to change to accommodate the increasing 
population. The pattern change should be accounted for in any new planning that is 
done. 

o There are bound to be conflicts and tensions due to the limited supply of land. These 
can only be resolved if more land is made available and its consumption is controlled 
through a proper plan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlight correct summary – Item 2 

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_correct_summary_Item_2 in the Prompts folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

9



 

 

Highlight correct summary – Item 3 
 
You will hear an audio. Click on the paragraph that best relates to that video. 
 
Pay HCS3. 
 

 
 
 

o Discontinuation of the daily press briefings by the Obama administration have resulted 
in large scale chaos in the ranks of foreign service. The officers no longer have that 
information any more. 

o Since Obama administration, the daily press briefings have been discontinued. Due to 
this offers in foreign service no longer receive the critical information. It is important 
that roles of deputy secretaries are filled again, and they restart these briefings. 

o Secretary Clinton and Secretary Kerry, travel all the time and are therefore not able to 
hold the daily press briefings. As a result, the officers no longer receive the much-
needed information on foreign matters. 

o Daily press briefings are a vital channel for the foreign service offers to receive 
information. Since Obama administration efforts have been made to undermine this 
channel and obstruct the work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlight correct summary – Item 2 

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_correct_summary_Item_2 in the Prompts folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

9



 

 

Multiple-choice, choose single answer – Item 1 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the multiple-choice question by selecting the correct 
response. Only one response is correct. 
 
Play MCSA1. 
 

 
 

 
Which of the following is unique about the place in world, as per the audio? 
 
o It is very strong politically 
o It is much more than just political 
o It is much more than just political or military 
o It is very strong militarily 
o It is founded on culture 
 
 
 
 
  

Multiple-choice, choose single answer – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Multiple_choice_choose_single_answer_Item_1 in the Prompts 
folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

10



 

 

Multiple-choice, choose single answer – Item 2 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the multiple-choice question by selecting the correct 
response. Only one response is correct. 
 
Play MCSA2. 
 

 
 

 
Which of the following is not a true statement about the speaker and law? 
 
o He had a successful career as an international lawyer 
o He always wanted to study law 
o He wanted to develop a career in criminal law 
o He was more interested in the human side of the law than the technical side 
o His study of law proved beneficial nonetheless 
 
 
 
 
  

Multiple-choice, choose single answer – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Multiple_choice_choose_single_answer_Item_1 in the Prompts 
folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

10



 

 

Multiple-choice, choose single answer – Item 3 
 
Listen to the recording and answer the multiple-choice question by selecting the correct 
response. Only one response is correct. 
 
Play MCSA3. 
 

 
 

 
What was the purpose of the 2009 mission of the space shuttle Atlantis to Hubble? 
 
o To provide new equipment to the Hubble telescope 
o To conduct a last servicing of the Hubble telescope 
o To upgrade the main lenses of the Hubble telescope 
o To correct the orbit of the Hubble telescope 
o To prevent the Hubble telescope from re-entering Earth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Multiple-choice, choose single answer – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Multiple_choice_choose_single_answer_Item_1 in the Prompts 
folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

10



 

 

Select missing word – Item 1 
 
You will hear a recording about environemntal problems. At the end of the recording the last 
word or group of words has been replaced by a beep. Select the correct option to complete 
the recording. 
 
Play SMW1. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
o locations 
o purposes 
o solutions 
o problems 
 
 
 
 
  

Select missing word – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Select_missing_word_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

12



 

 

Select missing word – Item 2 
 
You will hear a recording about a government process. At the end of the recording the last 
word or group of words has been replaced by a beep. Select the correct option to complete 
the recording. 
 
Play SMW2. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
o exercise 
o condition 
o mechanism 
o initiation 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Select missing word – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Select_missing_word_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

12



 

 

Select missing word – Item 3 
 
You will hear a recording about medicines. At the end of the recording the last word or group 
of words has been replaced by a beep. Select the correct option to complete the recording. 
 
Play SMW3. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
o galvanized 
o been revised 
o come over 
o come down 
 
 
 
  

Select missing word – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Select_missing_word_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Tick your answer choice.  

12



 

 

Highlight incorrect words – Item 1 
 
You will hear a recording. Below is a transcription of the recording. Some words in the 
transcription differ from what the speaker(s) said. Please click on the words that are 
different. 
 
Play HIW1. 
 

 
 

 
Disputes are still committed when deciding appropriate action, and differences in opinion 
over what light is considered replaceable, and who should be responsible, mean that 
negotiation must sometimes take place between parties. Where optimistic measurement is 
desired, light levels can be quantified by field measurement or mathematical modeling, with 
results traditionally displayed as an isophote map or light contour map. Authorities have 
also taken a variety of measures for dealing with light population, depending on the 
interests, beliefs and understandings of the society involved. Measures range from doing 
nothing at all, to implementing strict laws and reputations about how lights may be installed 
and used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlight incorrect words – Item 1  

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_incorrect_words_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Circle the words in the text that are different to what you hear. 

Highlight incorrect words – Item 2 

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_incorrect_words_Item_2 in the Prompts folder. 

Circle the words in the text that are different to what you hear. 

14



 

 

Highlight incorrect words – Item 2 
 
You will hear a recording. Below is a transcription of the recording. Some words in the 
transcription differ from what the speaker(s) said. Please click on the words that are 
different. 
 
Play HIW2. 
 

 
 
 
A Google engineer publicly discussed a serious security vulnerability in Comodo Dragon 
after Comodo failed to response to the issue within the 90 days Google provides software 
ventures. The advisory warns users who install Comodo Dragon that Dragon repairs their 
default browser, hijacks DNS settings, and disables the same origin policy, which exposes 
users by allowing meticulous websites to assess private data. However, these problems 
have since been fixed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlight incorrect words – Item 1  

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_incorrect_words_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Circle the words in the text that are different to what you hear. 

Highlight incorrect words – Item 2 

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_incorrect_words_Item_2 in the Prompts folder. 

Circle the words in the text that are different to what you hear. 

14



 

 

Highlight incorrect words – Item 3 
 
You will hear a recording. Below is a transcription of the recording. Some words in the 
transcription differ from what the speaker(s) said. Please click on the words that are 
different. 
 
Play HIW3. 
 

 
 
 
The code base of a computer programming precinct is the larger collection of all the source 
code of all the computer programs which make up the project. It has become common 
process to maintain code bases in various control systems. Moderately complex software 
customarily requires the completion or assembly of several, sometimes dozens or even 
hundreds, of different sold code files. In these cases, installations for compilations, such as a 
Makefile, are included with the source code. These describe the programming retentions 
among the source code files, and contain information about how they are to be compiled. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Highlight incorrect words – Item 1  

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_incorrect_words_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Circle the words in the text that are different to what you hear. 

Highlight incorrect words – Item 2 

Play audio file Prompt_Highlight_incorrect_words_Item_2 in the Prompts folder. 

Circle the words in the text that are different to what you hear. 

14



 

 

Write from dictation – Item 1 
 
You will hear a sentence. Type the sentence in the box below exactly as you hear it. Write as 
much of the sentence as you can. You will hear the sentence only once. 
 
Play WFD1. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Write from dictation – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Write_from_dictation_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Write the sentence you hear in the space provided above. 

15



 

 

Write from dictation – Item 2 
 
You will hear a sentence. Type the sentence in the box below exactly as you hear it. Write as 
much of the sentence as you can. You will hear the sentence only once. 
 
Play WFD2. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Write from dictation – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Write_from_dictation_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Write the sentence you hear in the space provided above. 

15



 

 

Write from dictation – Item 3 
 
You will hear a sentence. Type the sentence in the box below exactly as you hear it. Write as 
much of the sentence as you can. You will hear the sentence only once. 
 
Play WFD3. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Write from dictation – Item 1 

Play audio file Prompt_Write_from_dictation_Item_1 in the Prompts folder. 

Write the sentence you hear in the space provided above. 

15
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Summarize spoken text – Item 1 
Transcript 
Making genetic changes in cells used to be very complicated. We used to be able to use 
viruses and deliver some genes to the cells. We used to be able to make mutations by 
exposing cells to for instance X-Rays. But, if you were to ask me 10 years ago can you change 
this one particular gene in a cell, I would say I could do it but it is pretty hard to do. What’s 
happened in the last five years, its only 5 years old this technology, this technology has 
allowed us in an astonishing way to go into a normal cell or a cancer cell or even potentially 
an embryonic stem cell and essentially directionally or intentionally make a mutation in a 
single gene in an intentional manner. So, I have likened this technology to saying, if you 
image the human genome as a vast encyclopedia, it would contain 66 full sets of 
Encyclopedia Britannica but repeating over and over again ACTG….so forth, totally 
inscrutable to you and me but of course extremely scrutable to a cell. What this technology 
allows us to do is essentially go into those 66 entire sets of the Encyclopedia Britannica and 
identify one word in that. 
 
Sample response 
In the past making genetic level changes in cells has been a very complicated process. But 
with a new technology, it is now possible to change the characteristic of an individual gene 
in a cell, be it normal or cancerous. This is similar to identifying a single word in the 
complete 66 sets of an encyclopedia. 
 
Summarize spoken text – Item 2 
Transcript 
The topic of my paper is the social institution that I will call – “The kinship system”. In the 
kinship system unpaid caregivers meet needs that either are or cannot be satisfied through 
market transactions or public institutions. Unpaid caregivers tend to handle the last step in 
delivery of basic goods and services to children and many adults. Even if food, clothes and 
medicines are procured from the market or provided by public institutions, unpaid 
caregivers do much of the hands on work of preparing food, cleaning clothes and attending 
to the sick. Other services that caregivers provide are more managerial such as keeping 
track of an elderly person’s doctor’s appointments or guiding a child’s educational progress. 
In the kinship system unpaid caregivers tend to be relatives of the care recipient and they 
tend to be women. In recent decades, social scientists have chronicled the disadvantages 
that fall upon persons who do significant amounts of care work. These disadvantages 
include less income and wealth, vulnerability to domestic abuse and domination,  
professional marginalization, less leisure time and lower social status. 
 
Sample response 
In the kinship system, much of the responsibility for looking after an elderly or a child falls 
on a single person. Usually this person is a female relative, who ends up with several 
personal disadvantages such as lower income, reduced professional opportunities and less 
personal time for fun and relaxation. 
 
Multiple choice, choose multiple answers – Item 1 
Transcript 



 

 

I do everything I can to support new teachers, especially the first year on the job. So, 
everything that I do revolves around helping out new teachers, guiding them through that 
bumpy road that leads from the last day of your training through the end of your first year. 
 
Yes, speaking of that, I picked up your book on that subject. It is called “See me after class – 
Advice for Teachers by Teachers” and I read it and not being a teacher myself, just having 
been around a lot of teachers, when I finally read this it was very eye opening. It just 
confirmed that all those horror stories that you hear can be true. So, it can be pretty 
frightening some of these things that you say. Why did you write that book? 
 
When I found as a new teacher, and I was somebody who my entire life wanted to be a 
teacher, I was the person who sat in my high school classes and looked at my teachers and 
said – “I can do this better than you and one day I will”. Even with all of that and even with 
what I would consider pretty good training, I got into my first year of teaching and I realized 
I really needed somebody else to acknowledge having the type of bad days that I was 
having. 
 
Answer 
Options 3, 4 
 
Multiple choice, choose multiple answers – Item 2 
Transcript 
Grand dad had worked in the university. He had been the University librarian and he knew a 
bit about things and he thought this was a pretty good name. So, he goes off to see his 
friend, the professor of astronomy Turner. Turner thought this was a pretty good name and 
he sent a telegram to the states, saying “Pluto”. Now Pluto begins P-L, Lowell’s first name 
was Percival, so his initials were P.L. and the Lowell observatory thought this was a pretty 
good name partly because it was a god and a god of dark parts, partly because of the P-L. 
So, the observatory likes the name and it gets adopted. 
 
Answer 
Options 1, 3 
 
Multiple choice, choose multiple answers – Item 3 
Transcript 
You know 15 years ago, after India stepped out of the nuclear closet, there has been this big 
debate as to what sort of a nuclear power will India become. Historically, India has been 
viewed as a reluctant nuclear weapons power. It has had this posture of nuclear warheads 
were kept separate from delivery systems, the fissile material cores were removed from the 
warhead, historically India was seen as a recessed nuclear power, as a reluctant nuclear 
weapons power. And, the assumption for the greater part of the last decade was that India 
would continue down that tradition and two reasons were advanced – one was that there 
was an institutional path dependency – India’s operational posture will be strategically 
active and operationally dormant. The other part of the argument was that there is this 
strategic culture of restraint that sort of guides the Indian elites strategic actions. 
 



 

 

Answer 
Options 2, 4, 5 
 
Fill in the blanks – Item 1 
Transcript 
In addition to angel investing, equity crowdfunding and other seed funding options, venture 
capital is attractive for new companies with limited operating history that are too small to 
raise capital in the public markets and have not reached the point where they are able to 
secure a bank loan or complete a debt offering. In exchange for the high risk that venture 
capitalists assume by investing in smaller and early-stage companies, venture capitalists 
usually get significant control over company decisions, in addition to a significant portion of 
the companies' ownership and consequently value. 
 
Answer 
equity, operating, offering, capitalists, significant, consequently 
 
Fill in the blanks – Item 2 
Transcript 
Starting in the year of 2010, Ireland passed a law stating that all children of the age 3 years 
and 2 months and less than 4 years and 7 months are qualified to attend a preschool free of 
charge. Before this law was passed there was a large number of children who did not attend 
an Early Childhood Education Program. The programs that were offered operated voluntary 
and required the parents to pay a steep fee per child. This left many families with no option 
but to keep the kids at home. The government soon realized that a large number of children 
were having trouble in their first years of primary school and parents were having to stay 
home becoming jobless. Once the government issued the free preschool scheme, Ireland's 
preschool enrolment rate increased. 
 
Answer 
qualified, voluntary, steep, realized, enrolment 
 
Fill in the blanks – Item 3 
Transcript 
Academic freedom and free speech rights are not coextensive, although this widely 
accepted view has been recently challenged by an "institutionalist" perspective on the First 
Amendment. Academic freedom involves more than speech rights; for example, it includes 
the right to determine what is taught in the classroom. When teachers speak or write in 
public, whether via social media or in academic journals, they are able to articulate their 
own opinions without the fear from institutional restriction or punishment, but they are 
encouraged to show restraint and clearly specify that they are not speaking for their 
institution. In practice, academic freedom is protected by institutional rules and regulations, 
letters of appointment, faculty handbooks, collective bargaining agreements, and academic 
custom. 
 
Answer 
perspective, determine, articulate, restriction, restraint, regulations 



 

 

 
Highlight correct summary – Item 1 
Transcript 
With images like this you can imagine my horror when a few years ago I was watching the 
film gravity and I saw the Hubble Space Telescope be destroyed in front of my eyes. It was 
awful. Nobody else seemed to understand but fortunately for astronomers all over the 
world, Hubble is still going strong. It wasn’t destroyed. So, we don’t need to worry. A couple 
of years ago, it actually celebrated its 25th birthday and there was a big celebration for that. 
Hubble was launched back in 1990 and is doing very well now. It is a joint venture between 
NASA and ESA which is the European Space Agency, working together to launch this 
telescope. Has a very similar design to the telescopes which hopefully you will be able to use 
later on the roof. It’s a reflective telescope, light reflects off a mirror.  So, if you look closely 
you can see that actually Hubble is not a particularly large telescope by today’s standard. So, 
its primary mirror which sits around here is 2.4m in diameter, about 8 ft. That’s not very big. 
If you look at the telescopes we have on the ground, in Hawaii, these telescopes are now 8 
to 10m in diameter. 
 
Answer 
Option 3 
 
Highlight correct summary – Item 2 
Transcript 
What’s the problem we are trying to address in terms of a declining natural environment. At 
the base, it’s very simple. Land is not made any more and all of us are putting ever greater 
demands on it. Both, increase in world population, increase in UK population and 
consumption per head. There is bound to be tension when you got something in fixed 
supply and you are putting ever increasing demand on it. I’d guess that’s the essence of 
geography in terms of human and physical interaction and I would advocate the planning 
that gets knocked all too easily is absolutely essential in a civilized society to negotiate 
amongst us all how we resolve that tension between land in fixed supply and what we all 
want from it. So, let’s not give up on planning for goodness sake. 
 
Answer 
Option 1 
 
Highlight correct summary – Item 3 
Transcript 
One thing that people have not talked about that much, but during the Obama 
administration when the state department did daily press briefings and those briefings were 
the way foreign service officers all around the world got their information. Those haven’t 
been happening. So, foreign service officers are being cut out of the loop in the countries 
where they work because people know they don’t have information. Having a Deputy 
Secretary of State, if you look at Secretary Clinton or Secretary Kerry, they travel all the 
time. So the two deputy secretaries really help run the agencies, whether it is for the policy 
process or resources and management. To not have anybody doing that then all the people 
below have no guidance. And those positions haven’t been filled. 



 

 

 
Answer 
Option 2 
 
Multiple choice, choose single answer – Item 1 
Transcript 
We would argue that in the thinking about the whole spread of international engagement 
and international authority there is a wide spectrum which runs all the way through from 
aid and development right the way to military action, passing as it goes along through 
relationship building, cultural diplomacy, more traditional diplomacy, messaging, 
influencing. The formula that I use is giving, helping, influencing and ordering and there are 
very very few countries in the world who are able to operate across that entire spectrum. 
We in this country have a remarkable range of position across that spectrum. Our place in 
the world is much more than simply political or military. 
 
Answer 
Option 3 
 
Multiple choice, choose single answer – Item 2 
Transcript 
I was one of those unlikely people that knew I wanted to study law several years before I 
went to Oxford. But, I equally clearly knew I didn’t want to be a lawyer. Many elements of 
the law fascinated but it was much more the human side than the technical side. So, I 
enjoyed criminal law and I enjoyed some of the elements about philosophy. Deep down I 
was a lousy lawyer and as I graduated, my tutor said, you might want to think about the 
prison service, basically whatever you do, any field but law.  
 
But did you find that background in law helpful for your career in international 
development? 
 
I did and I am still one of those strange people who read law reports sometimes, not the 
whole thing but the summaries and I am interested in those legal issues. I have never used 
my practical legal skills but I have used a lot of the disciplines that I gained and I think that 
helped me get a start in my career. 
 
Answer 
Option 1 
 
Multiple choice, choose single answer – Item 3 
Transcript 
Finally, very pragmatic reason for the new telescope is that the Hubble is not going to last 
forever. Makes me very sad to say it but, 2009 space shuttle Atlantis mission to Hubble was 
the final servicing mission from NASA. They decide no longer to service Hubble. They 
decided to spend their money on something else and so Hubble is still going, Astronomers 
are still using it but it’s not going to be serviced again, it’s not going to be upgraded and 
actually one of the key parts of the last service mission to Hubble, they pushed it out further 



 

 

into space and this is because the orbit of Hubble decays with time and so eventually in 
about 2030 or so it will re-enter the Earth’s atmosphere and burn up. So, that’s sort of the 
limit to lifetime of Hubble. 
 
Answer 
Option 2 
 
Select missing word – Item 1 
Transcript 
It seems that water makes the news pretty much all the time these days. Whether it is 
flooding in Louisiana, France or Greece, draught in California or Zambia, the melting of 
icecaps, the pollution in our oceans or the scarcity of drinking water in developing countries, 
on and on and on…Scientists are of course warning that’s just the new normal as climate 
change quickens. Speaking of climate change we also seem to be bombarded with evidence 
but not so much potential solutions. Policy change seems next to be impossible to 
implement globally. Individual practices like recycling or biking to work seem good but also a 
little futile and many of the more definitive answers seem like science fiction than science 
facts like sending mirrors into space to reflect the sun’s rays or other geo engineering 
solutions. 
 
Answer 
Option 3 
 
Select missing word – Item 2 
Transcript 
Oddly it was very reassuring when you sit down with the folks who again from 
administration to administration keep this process alive. You sit down and they brief you – if 
something happens everyone actually knows what to do and so I found it on the one hand 
it’s very heady. You are like, I can’t believe that I am seeing what would happen if a nuclear 
missile was launched from X and how long it would take to get here and what happens. But, 
it’s comforting to see that these processes are pretty well socialized. Everybody knows 
them. The 25th amendment has been one of the funnier things to happen is to obviously 
notify the speaker of the house and the majority leaders, minority leaders in Congress and 
we realized that when we actually ran the exercise all of the FAX numbers were wrong 
because people didn’t really use FAXes anymore. That was like we should get new FAX 
numbers and you do what is called validating exercise. 
 
Answer 
Option 1 
 
Select missing word – Item 3 
Transcript 
What we see in healthcare is not like what we see in any other economic market. It’s sad, 
it’s amusing, it’s baffling, which is why I undertook this book. Basically, if you look at drug 
prices for example there was a miraculous drug called Glivac which really changed cancer 
patients life when it came out 15-20 years ago. Now there are many many copycat versions 



 

 

of Glivac. We call them in profession sons of Glivac and they are all 4-5 times more 
expensive than Glivac was when it came out. So if you are looking at a world where 
economic markets worked you would think there are 10 of these now so the price should 
have come down.   
 
Answer 
Option 4 
 
Highlight incorrect words – Item 1 
Answer 
committed -> common 
replaceable -> reasonable 
optimistic -> objective 
traditionally -> typically  
population -> pollution 
reputations -> regulations 
 
Highlight incorrect words – Item 2 
Answer 
discussed -> disclosed  
respond -> respond  
ventures -> vendors 
repairs -> replaces  
meticulous -> malicious  
assess -> access 
 
Highlight incorrect words – Item 3 
Answer 
precinct -> project  
process -> practice  
various -> version  
completion -> compilation  
sold -> source  
installations -> instructions  
retentions -> relationships 
 
Write from dictation – Item 1 
Transcript 
Instead he just went to and rented a private house and fell asleep almost immediately. 
 
Write from dictation – Item 2 
Transcript 
In summary, what does all of this add up to? 
 
Write from dictation – Item 3 



 

 

Transcript 
There’s a common experience that a problem difficult at night is resolved in the morning. 


